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DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


~Cleveland, Ohio, May 15, 1867. 

The ministers and laymen, constituting the First General 
Conference of THe CHuRCcH, composed of non- 
Episcopal Methodists, convened to hold the sessions thereof, 
in the Wesleyan Methodist house of worship, in the city of 
Cleveland, Ohio, Wednesday, May 15, 1867. — 

In the absence of Prof. G. B. McElroy, Secretary of the 
Cincinnati Conyention, the Conference was called to order 
by Rev. H. B. Knight, who, on behalf of himself, the Rev. 
W. H. Brewster, and the citizens of ronhuernaee welcomed the 
members of the body. : 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Scott, Dr. Geo. Brown was appoint- 
ed President pro tem., who invited Rev. J. M. Fipga to con- 
duct the opening religious services, — 

Prof. A. H. Lowrie, of Adrian, Michigan, =e Rey. T. B. 
Appleget, of New Jersey Conference, were constituted Sec- 
Tretaries pro tem. 

Certificates of election were then called for, when the fol- 
lowing persons having been duly elected as representatives 
were ordered enrolled as members: . 

— New York District. —dJ. J. Smith, minister ; Thos. Brown," 
layman. 


Church of the New York City—S. A. Baker,* 
Minister. 


— New Jersey District —T. B. Appleget, minister; J. M. 
Brown,* layman. 
Onondaga Ditiriet. —J. H. Richards, minister. 
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North Carolina District.—Q. Holton, minister; J. Thorn- 

ton,* layman. | | 
Nebraska District.—J. M. Young, minister; J. — 

Jayman. 

Missouri District.—J. Nodurft,* minister ; ; O. Cc. Lyon,* 


layman. 
Wisconsin (Wesleyan.)—A. J. Uhitienden,* minister : 


‘Webster,* layman. 


Morgantown Church, West Va—G. G. Westfall minister ; 


J. Canaco,* layman. 
Kansas.—J. Biddison,* minister; 3 onathan Watson,* lay- 


man. 
California.—S. B. Dunton,* minister. 
Oregon.—D. Bagley,* minister. 


Those marked thus (*) were not in attendance. 


- On motion of Rey. H. B. Knight, a committee on “Reli- 
cious Services” was appointed, gerne af of H. B. Knight, 
W. H. Brewster and J. M. Flood. © 

J. H. Hamilton, J. M. Flood, T. J. Finch, ho Gtay and J. 


H. Richards, were constituted a committee on ” Permanent 


Organization.” 
Ordered, that the Secretaries examine as to whothar all the 


bodies herein represented, have adopted the Constitution of 


the Cincinnati Convention. 
The bar of the House was then fixed, when the report of 


the committee on “ Permanent Organization ” was received 


and adopted, as follows: 

For President, T. B. Vice Presidents W. H. 
Brewster, J. J. Smith and C. one ; Secretaries, Prof. A. H. 
Lowrie and T. B. Appleget. 


bar. 


Br. J. M. Flood offered the following : | 
“ Resolved, That we regard this General Conference as Or- 


ganized upon the Basis of Union proposed by the Cincinnati — 


Convention, as adopted by the General Conference of the 


Methodist Protestant Church, held in aes, City, in No- 
vember last.” 


Laid on the table. 


On motion, all aie Ahab were invited to a seat within the 
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Genesee District.—N. S. Clark, minister ; Thomas Barclay, 
laymen. 
Pittsburgh District.—V. Lucas, J. Scott, D. D., G. Brown, 
D. D., Alex. Clark, W. Reeves, D. D., ministers; R. FH, Mar. 
sha!l, J. Sargent, M. D., J. Redman, W. Miller, laymen, 
Adrian, (Mich.) ¢ Church.—Prof. I. W. McKeever, minis. 
ter; Prof. A. H. Lowrie, layman. 
Bridgeport (Pa.,) Charge.—W. H. Brewster, minister, 


Second Church, Pittsburgh. —J. B. Graham, minister ; Geo, 
Fawcett, layman. 


Mt. Vernon (0.,) Church B. Knight, minister; M. 
Thompson, M. D., layman. 


Muskingum Districl.—dJ. Burns, Ragan, D. D., J. 
Hamilton, C. Springer, G. W. Hissey, E. 8. Hoagland, Wm. 
Hastings, ministers; J. Fordyce, Henry Cassell, F. Scott, H. 
_E. H. Hartsock, J. Slosser, J. Wells, J. Springer,* laymen. 

Ohio District.—R. Rose, J. M. Flood, M. D., A. H. Bassett, 
J.J. White, T. B. Graham, J. B. Walker, ministers; Thos. J. 
Finch, W. Gunckel,* T. Douglas, J. G. Rockhill, G. W. Kent,* © 
J.B. McKinnon, laymen, | 

Michigan District.—R. C. ‘tana minister; Chester 

Cooley, laymen. 
Western Michigan District minister ; Erastus 
Williams, layman. 


Indiana. District —H. Stackhouse, minister : T, Hansel, | 
layman. 
Wabash District. —A. $. Bissell, minister ; Tari Hall, * lay- 
man. 
North 1llinois Distriet. Gray, W. Martin, ministers; 
M. Mead, P. F. Remsburgh, laymen. 
South Illinois District.—R. Wright,* W. M. P. Quinn,* 
ministers; C. Link,* E. Erwin,* laymen. 
Wisconsin District —BS. P. Kezerta, minister ; B. H. Pritch- 
ard, layman. 


Minnesota District.—S. J ones,* Minister ; 
layman. 


North Missours District.--G. Williams, minister T. L. Jef- 
fers,* layman, 
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n of the Methodist Protestant General Confer: 
and City, in November last, in accepting the 
Cron of said Convention, as the necessary final doings of 
a 3 Methodist Protestant Church, by which it became the 
of the present Methodist Church, Whose interests this 


body represents and has in charge.” 
The substitate was accepted by Dr. Flood, and referred to 


Committee on Discipline. 

Conference fixed on eight o’clock as the hour for meeting, 
and eleven forty-five for adjourning its morning sessions; 
and ene thirty for meeting, and five for adjeurning its after 
noon sessions. 

The following Commitiees were then constitu ted: 
 Legislation.—J. J. Smith, J. B. Walker, H. Cassell. 

Judiciary.—J. Burns, R. Rose, F. Scott. 

Executive—G. Brown, C. Gray, M. Thompson. 

Boundaries.—G. G. Westhll, G. Williams, Q. Holton, and 
two laymen. 


Education.—J. Scott, W. Hastings, J. H. ys, H. E. 


H. Hartsock, W. Rinehart. 


Publishing Inieresis—J. J. White, V. Lucas, I. W. Mc- 


-Keever, Jos. Weila, B. H. Pritehard. 
Church Extension and Missions.—J. B. Walker, G. Riews, 


G. Williams, C. Coeley, P. F. Remsburg. 
Statistics.—A. H. Bassett. 
Adjourned. 


SESSION. 


Religious exercises by Rev. J. B. Graham. 
Conference ordered the following additional Committees : 


Coarse of Study and Ministerial Educational Interests.—-W. 


Reeves, D. D., T. B. Appleget. 

Rev. W. H. Brewster offered a paper on “ Ss bcienen” 
Which the Conference requested him to read; when on mo- 
tion of J. J. White, it was unanimously adopted as embody- 
ing the sentiments of the Conference. (See Appendix, Doc- 
ument A.] 

A letter was a from the Cleveland M. E. Preachers’ 
Meeting, containing their fraternal greeting, and welcoming 
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Brethren Dix, Hicks, Osgood and Holmes, were > Invited to 
honorary seats. 
Adjourned. 


FIRST DAY—AFTERNOON SESSICN. 


Religious exercises by Rev. R. Rose. 
~ On motion of Rev. J. H. Hamilton, a committee on “ Rules 
of Order,” consisting of C. Gray, H. B. Right and Wn. 
Reeves, was constituted. 

Brethren Evans, of Ohio, and Guiberson, of Illinois, were 
invited to honorary seats. | 

On motion of Rev. W. H. Brewster, all ministers present 
were invited within the bar. 

The committee appointed by the Cincinnati Convention to 
drafta Discipline, was, on motion, called on for their report, 
when Rev. G. Brown, a member thereof submitted the same. 

It was then moved that the report be referred to three sev- 
eral committees, to be called, IRENE, ¢ Judicial and Exec- 
utive. Carried. 

— Qn motion of Dr. G. Brown, & committee on “ Status and 
Relation” of this Conference to the Cincinnati Convention 
and the Methodist Protestant General Conference, held at 

Allegheny City in November last, was appointed, consisting 
of H. B. Knight, J. M. Flood, 8. P. Kezerta, J. Fordyce and 
T. J. Finch. 

Brethren Kingsley, of ea Prof. Kost, of Michigan, 
and Dr. Wolcott, ol Plymouth Church, Cleveland, were in- 
vited to honorary seats. 


Rev. Alexander Clark, of Pittsburgh, was appointed Of- 
jicial Reporter of the Conference. 


On motion, a committee on “Instructions,” consisting of B. 
C. Lanning, H. Stackhouse and T. Douglas, was appointed. 


Brethren J. §. Thrap and J. M. Mayall, were introduced 
and invited to honorary seats. 


The resolution of Dr. Flood was taken from the table, 
when Br. Knight offered the following as a substitute : 


ve Resolved, That we regard this General Conference as the 
i outgrowth and culmination of the Cincinnati Convention ; 
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Rev. H. B. Knight, on behalf of Committee on “Status,” 
reported, with some verbal changes, its former report. Pend- 
ing its consideration, Conference adjourned. Rev. J. M. 


Flood having the floor. — 


‘THIRD DAY—MORNING | SESSION. 


Religious exercises aby Rev. G.G. Westfall. 

Resumed consideration of report on “Status.” After some 
discussion, and a slight amendment, the report, save the last. 
item, was adopted, both as to parts, and as a whole. [See Ap- 
pendix, Document B. 

The Secretary then read several letters from independent 


charges, conveying their wish for recognition, which were 


suitably referred. 
Also, communications from Rev. J. C.N odurft, Bolivar, 


Mo., Rev. B. D. Snifiin, Bradford county, Pa. Also referred. 
Rev. J.J. White moved that we hold an evening session, 


and that matters pertaining to Adrian College, be made the 
special order thereof. Carried. 


The Conference ordered a Committee on the subject of a 
New Hymn Book, consisting of Z. Ragan, D. D., A. Clark, 
W. H. Brewster, I. W. McKeever and W. Rinehart. To this 


-wasreferred a resolution, offered by Rev. W. E. Martin, that 
said Book consist of “an equal number of Psalms, Hymns, 


and Spiritual Songs. Eph. v: 19, ete.” . 


Suggestions were made by several brethren, in reference to 
verbal and other changes, in the Discipline, as reported by 


the committee, which were duly referred. 
A Committee on “Revision of Discipline,” was then ap- 
pointed, consisting of J. Burns, A. H. Bassett, J. J. Smith, 


W. Rinehart. 


~ Rev. A. Clark moved that the heading of the “ Methodist 
| Recorder ” be so changed as to indicate that it is not a newly 


established paper. Referred to Committee on “ Publishing 
Interests.” 


Rev. V. Lucas offered a resolution providing for “ Leaders’ 
Meetings.” Referred and acted on. [See new Discipline.] _ 
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the members of this Conference to their pulpits, and the hos. 
pitality of their people. 
‘On motion of Rev. C. Springer, it was, 
Resolved, That we reciprocate the expressions of brother. 
ly kindness conveyed in said letter, and signify our senge of 
obligation therefor, and readiness to respond to sae Same ag 
occasion shall occur, | 
Rev. G. Brown moved, that the Conference resolve itself 
into a Committee of the Whole, to hear communications rela. 
tive ¢o the business before it. The President and Secretaries 
acting as such of said Committee. Several letters were then 
read and appropriately referred, when the Committee rose. 
Rev. W. E. Martin moved that the word “ Recorder” be 
stricken from the name of the church — and it be known 
as “The Methodist.” Lost. — 
Rev. T. B. Appleget offered the following : 


“ Resolved, That this General Conference views Sections 2 
and 3 of Article 6 of the Constitution, in connection with 
Article 7,as conferring upon each Annual Conference the 
power to prescribe and regulate the mode of stationing min- 
isters and preachers within its District; Provided always 
that they grant to each minister, preacher or delegate, an ap- 
peal during the sitting of the Conference.” 


_ Referred to the Committee on Legislation. 
The Committee on “Status,” through its chairman, Rev. 


H.B. Knight, made areport. Rev. J. Burns moved that it 
be laid on the table. Lost. 


Rev. J. M. Flood moved its adoption, item by item, after 
which the report was discussed, and recommitted. 


Prof. Cowles, of Oberlin, and others were introduced to 


the Conference, when announcements were made and an 
adjournment; took place. 


SECOND DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


exercises Rev. E. S. 


Committee on “Rules of Order” made its report, which 
was adopted. 


Rev. G. Brown, chairman of “ Executive Committee,” re- 
ported in part. Laid on the table. 
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Rey. W. H. Brewster read a paper on the “ State of the 
SS Country,” which was referred to a committee consisting of 
1 -w. H. Brewster, C. Springer and H. Cassell. 

® Aresolution was offered by Rev. W. E. Martin, suggesting 
sw provision for the calling of a Council, by an aggrieved ex- 


= elled member—said Council to have the privilege and pow-. 


ers of such a body, as generally recognized. Referred to Com- 
mittee on Legislation. 


Rev. V. Lucas, on behalf of committee on “ Publishing In- 
terests,” made a report, in part, which was laid on the table. 

Rev. Dr. Ragan, chairman of committee on a New Hymn 
Book, made a report, as follows: as 
: “After carefully considering the subject, we are of opinion 
™ that the Hymn Books hitherto in use by the different denom- 
= inations now incorporatated in Lhe Methodist Church, al- 
though excellent compilations, and well adapted to the wants 
of the seyeral organizations for which they were prepared— 
they do not entirely fulfill the requirements of the United 
Body. We therefore recommend, 


I. The appointment of a committee of five, whose duty it 
shall be to compile and edit, as soon as practicable, a Hymn 
Book for the use of The Methodist Church. 
= j 2. That the title of the Book be—Zhe Voice of Praise.— 
Psalm 50: 23. 
3. While believing that choirs are of importance in leading 
the music in the Church, we regard congregational singing in 


conjunction therewith, as one of the most important elements — 


inthe worship of God. We therefore, recommend for the 
attainment of this desirable end, that in addition to the or- 
dinary Book, an edition be'‘published, if practicable, contain- 
ing both music and words.” Adopted. 3 

The Conference then ordered a committee to nominate 4 
committee to prepare and publish a Hymn Book, above pro- 
vided for. 


The committee to whom was referred the paper on The State 


of the Country, offered by Rev. W. H. Brewster, reported the 
same, and recommended its adoption ; which was unanimous- 
lydone. [See Appendix, Document C.] 
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Nev. H. Stackhouse offered the following: 

“ Whereas, We are sadly deficient in denominationa] liter. 
ature—and, Whereas, We recognize our responsibility { 
God, and the moral and intellecutal demands of the age tor 
the illumination and moral culture of those under our wat}. 
care and influence—therefore, 


& Resovled, That the Committee on Catechism be instruct. 
ed to inquire as to the expediency of organizing a Board, o 
Society, for the publication of Denominational Books ang 


tracts, for general circulation and for Sabbath-schools,” Re. 
ferred to said Committee. 


Dr. Mahan, by permission, presented the need of a philo. | 
sophic work on “Natural Theology,” and announced that 
such a work would soon appear, written by himself. 

Rev. H. Stackhouse made suggessions as to the duties of 
pastors—and preachers employed as pastors—also as to the 


qualifications for ordination—all of which were suitably re- 
ferred. 


Adjourned. 


THIRD DAY—EVENING SESSION. 


Religious exercises by Rev. J. H. Richards. * 

The session, by previous order of the Conference, was de- 
voted to “Educational Interests.” Prof. A. H. Lowrie read 
a paper on the “Status of Adrian College,” after which re- 
marks were made by Dr. Mahan, Prof. Kost, and others.— 


Prof. Lowrie tendered his resignation as Secretary, which 


was accepted. and Rev. H. B. Knight, was elected to fill his 
place. 


Adjourned. 


FOURTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


Religious exercises by Rev. N. 8. Clark. 


HY Reports of committees were called for, when Rev. John 
ae Burns, of the “Judiciary” made a report, in part. Laid on 
the table. 
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Rev. J. B. Walker, Corresponding Secretary of “The Board — 
cof Ministerial Education,” made his Report, which was re- 
“ceived and referred to the Committee on « Course of Study,” 
etc. [See Appendix, Document E.] 

The Committee on Boundaries of Annual Conference Dis- 
tricts, submitted a Report, which was read, amended, and 
adopted, item by item. See Discipline, Section XX. | 

Rev. Col. Anderson, Agent of the American Missionary 
Association, and Secretary of the Cleveland Freedmen’s 
Commission, addressed the Conference on behalf of the So- 
ciety he represonted. See the report on the “State of the 
Country,” and on “ Missions,” in Appendix. 

Dr. Kost presented a communication from the “Trustees ff 
of the Endowment Fund. Received and read. — Ap- | 
pendix, Document F’. 

Adjourned. 


. 


— 


FIFTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


Religious exercises by Rev. Dr. Brown. | 
Reports of committees were called for, when Dr. Brown eis ae 
reported an item on behalf of the “Executive Commitiee,” = §} 08)” 
which was laid on the table. Also, Rev. V. Lucas, on behalf it 
of the committee on “ emer. Interests,” which was re« 
ceived. 
The Committee on “ Revision of Discipline,” was, on mo- | 
tion of Rev. J. Burns, changed to that of “Committee to edit qi a) | 
Discipline ”—viz: H. B. Knight, Geo. Brown, John Scott, A. ie |) 
 - 

The names of Wm. Reeves, D. D., Alexander Clark, I. W. 
McKeever, Wm. Riaehart and J. A. Dorhman, were reported 
and confirmed as the Committee to compile and publish a 
New Hymn Book. 

Rev. V. Lucas presented the Report of John H. Claney, 
Esq., Treasurer of the “Board of Ministerial Education.” 
Received and placed on file. [See Appendix, Document G.] 

Rev. R. Rose, Corresponding Secretary of the “ Board of 
Missions,” made a report of his labors since November last. 


[See Appendix, Document H.] 
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Revs. O. Gray, I. W. McKeever and E. §. Hoagland, Were 
named as a nominating committee, to report the names: of 
the Committee on New Hymn Book.. 

Rev. J. B. Graham, on behalf of the Committee on « Cate. 
chism,” reported as follows: 

“That in their opinion a Catechism, for use in our Sabbath — 
Schools, is indispensable to the prosperity of the work - 
God among us, as a distinct denomination—and this for these 
reasons: 

1. Unless the mind of our youth be indoctrinated, at 
proper time, they become an easy prey to error, and are liable 
to be led astray. 

2. That the fact of having. to use Catechisms of other de. 
nominations, in our Sabbath Schools, is liable to alienate our 
children from our own institutions to those of other bodies, 

3. That such Catechism should be symplified as much as 
possible, treating of the Existence of God, His Works, At- 
tributes, Bible Doctrines, Evidences of Christianity—inter- | 
spersed with historical events, etc.—so as to mare it interest- 
ing as well beneficial to youth. 

4, As to the necessity of Denominational Books and Tracts, 
for use among our people, this is evident to all, and requires 
no particular argument on the part of your committee in its 
behalf. We recommend for adoption the following : 

Resolved, That we recommend that a committee to com- 


pile a Catechism and other needed works, be appointed by 


this body, who shall compile the same at its earliest convenl- 
ence. Adopted. 


Rev. Springer proposed that a committee of three be ap- 
pointed to reply to the response of the Bishops of the M. E. 
Church to the letter of the Cincinnati Convention. Discuss- 
ed and laid on the table, on the ground that said response 
contained no propositions calling for such reply. 


FOURTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Réligtous exercises by Rev. Thomas F. Hicks. 
Rey. A. H. Bassett, Book Agent, submitted a Report of the 
condition and prospects of the Publishing tnterests of the 
Denomination. Received. [See Appendix, Document D.] 
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